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Q! Helen Creel Rich

December 23, 1935 - April 8, 2011

Myrtle Beach.....Helen Creel Rich, left this life and went to heaven the 8th day
of April 2011. She left to join her family there. Helen was in her beloved home
in Myrtle Beach when she passed.

She was born to George Julian Creel and Emma Cooper on the 23rd of
December 1935, and grew up in Conway, SC where she attended, and
graduated from Conway High School. She played in the band and was an
excellent basketball player. Helen and her family lived in Myrtle Beach during
the summer and her and her three siblings loved to play, swim and have fun
on the beach. After graduating from Conway High School she attended and
graduated from the Baptist Hospital Nursing School in Columbia, SC, where
after passing the state board she became a LPN. Returning to Conway, SC,
she worked in the Conway Hospital until she was called to become one of the
first nurses to work at the Medical University of SC in Charleston, SC. After a
few months she fell in love with a hometown man, Tom Rich and married him
on March the 2nd 1957. After marriage they moved to northern Virginia, which
was the beginning of Helens career as a Marine Corp Officers wife. This
career took her across the United States, from Camp Lejune, NC to the west
coast, and from Washington, DC to Newport, RI. Also Puerto Rico to South
Korea and back to Charleston, SC and Parris Island, SC and many other
place. In all of these duty stations, Helen was the true Marine Officers wife,
she entertained and supported her husband’s career for over thirty years.
Helen leaves behind her husband of fifty four years, Col. Tom Rich; two



daughters, Julie Swartz and her husband Mike, and Young Cha Rich; two
grandsons, Trevor Swartz and Noah Swartz; one granddaughter, Britney
Helmkamp; and one great-granddaughter, Delaini Helmkamp and many other
beloved family members and friends.

This land has lost a true southern lady, who has made the world a better place
to live, with her talent to decorate, garden and dance.

Helen will be cremated and will stay with her husband until his death, then
both will be buried in Arlington National Cemetery, Washington, DC.

A celebration of life will be held between 5:00 to 7:00 PM on Friday, April 15,
2011 at Goldfinch Funeral Home, Conway Chapel.

Flowers or memorials may be sent to your local Humane Society, 2101
Industrial Park Road, Conway, SC 29526, or to a charity of one’s choice,
Helen would love either.

Sign a guestbook at www.goldfinchfuneralhome.com

Goldfinch Funeral Home, Conway Chapel is in charge of arrangements.
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Tribute Wall

Tommy, | just learned of Helen's passing and | extend to you and
your family my heartfelt condolences. | knew Helen in high school
and she caught my eye because of her vivaciousness and being a
fun to be around type of girl. We, you, myself and my wife, Evelyn
sat at the same table during a class ('53 & "54) reunion and Helen
Shared some of her experiences as what it was like being married to
a Marine Corps Col. Semper Fi.

Conrad A. "Bud" Holbert, Sr. - April 14, 2011 at 09:42 PM

Tom & Family,

Our love & Sympathy,
Marie & Walt Taylor
1209 Waterway Lane
Myrtle Beach,SC

Marie & Walt Taylor - April 13, 2011 at 04:04 PM

Helen epitomized all the best characteristics and values of a true
Southern Lady. Sent from Eric & Jackie Carter.

Eric Carter - April 13, 2011 at 07:17 AM

Julie and Family; even though we did not have the pleasure of knowing
Helen our thoughts and prayer are with you and may the support of
family and friends bring you comfort, and loving memories heal your
heart. The Irvine Family.

Bill & Donna Irvine - April 13, 2011 at 09:42 AM



