
John Baker
January 1, 1950 - November 30, 2013

Pawleys Island 
 

John Leslie Baker, 93, died Saturday November 30, 2013, at his home at
North Litchfield Beach. He was born in Norfolk, Virginia to parents George
Erwin Baker, Jr. and Laura Parker Baker. 

He is survived by his wife, Mary Ann Baker; his children Jane Ann McEwen of
Gainesville, FL and John D. Baker of High Point, NC; his grandchildren
Douglas McEwen, Lehigh, FL and Josh McEwen, Lakeland, FL sister Emily
Hileman, Melbourne, FL., and 15 great grandchildren. Previously deceased
are his brother George Erwin Baker III of Louisville, KY and his sister Iris
Francis Skaggs of Pompano Beach, FL. 

John had a lifelong interest in music and performance. His parents were
accomplished musicians, so at an early age he sang on live radio broadcasts
from Richmond accompanied by Laura on piano and Erwin on wind
instruments. 

Later the family moved to Wilmington, North Carolina where he entered first
grade. John was proud to say that in the first grade he was seated directly in
front of his classmate and future broadcaster David Brinkley. 



After the family moved to Florence, SC. John was active in scouting and was
one of the first in the country to achieve the rank of Eagle Scout. 

 

Later in high school John moved to Stanford, KY to live with and care for his
grandparents, who were disabled. During this time he actively performed in
dance bands in the area, singing and playing clarinet and saxophone. After
graduation from Stanford High School, he attended Cincinnati Conservatory of
Music on a voice scholarship and managed a store in Middletown, Ohio for
the Sherwin-Williams company. 

John was selected in the first military draft by the local draft board in
Middletown and chose to enlist in the US Navy. In 1941 and 1942 he
managed and performed in large US Navy-sponsored recruiting dances in the
Great Lakes states featuring popular swing bands. 

 

In 1942 John volunteered for Naval Aviation and completed OCS at St. Mary's
College in Moraga, CA. He then entered primary flight training at Pasco, WA
where he was a cadet commander. During this time he met his future wife
Mary Ann Martin at a mixer with co-eds from nearby Whitman College. 

John was involved in a tragic mid-air collision during night time formation
training at Pasco, and having bailed out below regulation altitude, was sent
back to the surface fleet. He was then attached to the South Pacific
submarine service and worked as a procurement chief for the US submarine
base in Brisbane, Australia. Later, as the sub bases moved north, he worked
in the construction and operation of new bases in New Guinea and the
Philippines. 

John and Mary Ann married in June, 1946 in Portland, Oregon. The couple
then attended the University of Kentucky, Lexington. A family crisis returned
the couple to Oregon later in 1946. John and Mary Ann then enrolled at the



University of Oregon, where John received his BA in English Literature and
his MA in Education in 1952. 

 

John next taught music at Laurelhurst School, Portland, Oregon for two years.
During all this time in Oregon he worked part time in real estate sales, and
after teaching for 2 years switched to real estate full time. 

 

He soon opened Town & Country Realty in Beaverton, Oregon and over the
next 10 years was active as a builder, broker, and Realtor in Northwest
Portland, developing several large subdivisions in Washington County. During
this time he became a private pilot. 

 

In 1965 John closed his real estate business and turned to teaching high
school English in the Dade County, Florida system. He taught at Miami
Jackson High and South Dade High. 

In 1974, the family "retired" to North Litchfield Beach. John became active in
real estate in the area, developing subdivisions in the Conway, SC area while
spending as much time as possible saltwater fishing. 

John and Mary Ann vacationed around North America by car and travel trailer,
and after retirement traveled extensively world-wide. They loved being a part
of the community of Pawleys Island. They have treasured their all of their
wonderful friends made at home and around the world. 

 

Services will be private. 

Goldfinch Funeral Home, Beach Chapel, is in charge of the arrangements.
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E Hayes - December 11, 2013 at 06:42 PM

Aunt Mary Ann, Jane Ann & Johnny: With sympathy from your niece
and cousin Betty, daughter of Uncle John's sister Fran. All the years
of family love remain in my heart and memories. Uncle John had a
beautiful smile and tremendous zest for life. With love from Betty
and Wallace Hayes, Savannah, Georgia. Email: lizzienga@bellsout
h.net

CL Hileman - December 11, 2013 at 05:46 PM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Iris and Chuck Hatfield - December 11, 2013 at 01:57 PM

Aunt Mary Ann, cousins Jane Ann and Johnny, 
 Thinking about you all and want to let you know Chuck and I send

our love. 
 Will always cherish the wonderful family times in Stanford! And

when Chuck and 
 I visited in SC with our first child, Chas. I would love to hear from

you..... 
 716-228-0495. 

Love Iris and Chuck
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Kathy Skaggs Ambrose - December 11, 2013 at 01:22 PM

To Janeann and Johnny I send my deepest sympathy to you at this
time! Jamie and I have fun memories of your wedding and being
your bridesmaid at your home in Perrine! Aunt Mary Anne your love
for each other was life eternal! I always love uncle John stories of
his adventures in all these unusual and beautiful destinations. He
wants told me his favorite place in the world was Thailand! I
remember him taking me up in this airplane which was a real thrill.
But the visits in Kentucky and in Florida will always be cherished! I
miss you Jane Ann and Berry! My phone is 954-257-9388 still living
in Broward! From Kathy Skaggs Ambrose, Fran and Allen's
daughter! Peace be with you!

Bo and Sally Walpole - December 04, 2013 at 09:42 AM

What a wonderful Man, Husband, Father and Friend. We will miss
you in our Noth Litchfield community.

Alison Guerriere - December 04, 2013 at 07:17 AM

Alison Guerriere purchased the Fruit Abounds for
the family of John Baker.

Wayne Williams - USMC - December 03, 2013 at 03:07 PM

RIP Sailor !!!!
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