
Mary McCown
May 15, 1915 - June 27, 2013

Conway...... Mary Roddey McCown, fondly known as Rod, age 98, died
Thursday, June 27, 2013, at the Kingston Nursing Center. 
Mrs. McCown was born on May 15, 1915, in Due West, SC, a daughter of the
late David Septimus and Addie Scoggins Edwards. She graduated with
honors from Erskine College. After graduation, she studied in New York under
noted musician, Edwin Hughes, toured the British Isles by bicycle and
returned to Erskine to teach in the music department. 
In 1940, she married J. Harold McCown and moved to Conway where he
served as principal of Conway Elementary School and she became active in
many areas of music in the community. For 60 years, she taught piano to
hundreds of students, many who went on to excel and make contributions in
music and entertainment. 
She served as music director and organist at Kingston Presbyterian Church
for 61 years. Soon after moving to Conway, she accepted a position as pianist
and sponsor for the Conway Lions Club, a position she served for 68 years. 
Mrs. McCown participated in countless community activities. As a member of
the Fine Arts Club of Conway, she trained the singers and played the piano for
the Tom Thumb Wedding for 52 years. After being inducted into the Delta
Kappa Gamma Society, she served as State Music Chairman. She was a
member of the Azalea Garden Club. 
An avid sports fan, Mrs. McCown attended Conway High School ballgames
even in her nineties. The Conway All Sports Booster Club recognized her for



64 years of dedication as a faithful supporter of the Conway Tigers. 
In recognition of the contributions of the McCowns to the community, The
Conway Elementary Auditorium now is known as the McCown Auditorium.
Additionally the Conway Chamber of Commerce and the Sun News
established the Rod and Harold McCown Award, given annually to an
outstanding man and woman of the year. In 1987, Mrs. McCown received this
award. Other awards include Lioness of the Year in 1999 and the Lavern
Creel Lifetime Achievement Award for the year 2004. 
Surviving are several nieces and nephews. 
The funeral service will be held at 4:00 PM Sunday, June 30, 2013 at Kingston
Presbyterian Church with Pastor Rhett Talbert officiating. Burial will be held at
12:00 Noon Monday in the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church
Cemetery in Due West, SC. 
Memorials may be sent to Kingston Presbyterian Church Organ Fund, 800 3rd
Avenue, Conway, SC 29526. 
Sign an online guestbook at www.goldfinchfuneralhome.com 
Goldfinch Funeral Home, Conway Chapel is in charge of arrangements.
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Mona Wieland - July 01, 2013 at 09:51 AM

Mrs. McCown was very special to my family. She loved my children
as if they were her own grandchildren and they love her. We spent
many, many Sunday nights at her house having dinner with her,
then watching a Braves game, sitting on her great back porch or
singing along while she played the piano for us. She made such a
difference in our lives. She had such a huge impact on the lives of
Caitlyn and Christian and I'll forever be grateful. We take comfort in
knowing she is in heaven with her husband and parents and the
many friends she lost on this earth. I can't imagine the reunion! God
bless you during this time.

Mary Skipper Watts - June 30, 2013 at 07:17 AM

Mary Skipper Watts lit a candle in memory of
Mary McCown

Pastor R. Talbert - June 30, 2013 at 06:35 AM

One would be hard-pressed to find a musician and teacher who has
left a more indelible mark on her community than did Mrs. McCown
on Conway. She gave her life to music, and her heart to the many
children she taught. Most importantly, she gave her soul to the
worship of her Lord, and led many, many more to do the same. The
tears of heaven I hear falling outside this morning are surely tears of
joy over her final Homecoming. 'Thanks be to God, who gives us
the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ." Romans 15:57
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M B - June 29, 2013 at 10:09 PM

I extend my heartfelt sympathy to the McCown family. May those
precious memories of your dear loved one Mary be foremost in your
hearts and minds along with this wonderful promise that Jesus
made at John 5:28,29. Again, my sincere condolences.

J. Bell - June 29, 2013 at 03:14 PM

I am so sorry for your loss. May the outpouring of sympathy, the
kind acts of friends and strangers, as well as your memories give
you comfort to help you endure the days ahead. The Bible also
offers comfort. “For God is near to those broken at heart. “ Ps
34:17,18. Our Creator promises that there will soon be a time when
“death will be no more.” Revelation 21:4


