
Rita Zoe Dye
May 18, 1938 - April 22, 2025

Rita Zoe Dye, age 86, passed away on April 22, 2025, at Embrace Hospice
House with her family by her side. 
She was born in Ashland, KY, on May 18, 1938, to the late John and Garnett
Lewis. 
She had two brothers who predeceased her, Ronnie Lewis and Jim Lewis. 

 OUR MOM….. 
 It takes a moment of passion to become a mother. It takes a lifetime of love to

become a Mom. 
 

Many years ago in the early 1960s a young man and young woman worked
for the phone company. They caught each other’s eye and started dating.
Their relationship deepened over time, and they were wed in June 1963. But
they were not the only ones who were wedded to each other on that day. Dad
(Freddie) brought a beautiful daughter, Pam, and two sons, Glenn and Steve,
while Mom (Rita) brought her beautiful daughter, Robin, to the union that
happened that day. 
Mom, being a single Mom with one child, became a wife with 4 kids overnight.
How daunting must that have been? Maybe not, because 4 wasn’t enough,
and soon Kim came along to make it 5. It is probably fair to question the sanity
of this new couple, but there was no question about the love they had for each
other and for “all their kids”. I am sure there had to be some overwhelming
nights of despair on just what she had gotten herself into. I do not remember



her ever showing any wavering to us kids, in spite of the many challenges we
provided for her. 
Of course, they wanted all the kids to get along, but it was not forced. Mom
loved (and disciplined) every one of us the same. It was her love that blended
us into a “normal” loving family, and I believe each one of us feels the same
love for every one of us in our blended family. We all have nothing but love for
our Mom, and now we have lost this special person. 

 Some special things I remember about our Mom are her “Kentucky quirks”.
She brought some funny little sayings with her from her younger days in
Kentucky, and we have heard them just about every day since we were little,
including just last week. Years ago, when we were much younger and the
world seemed safer, she would leave all 5 of us in the station wagon while she
went into the Grand Union to shop for groceries. Those were some “fun” times
with all 5 of us locked in the car. But….we all survived. Now, her grocery
shopping during those days was not very complicated. Most of our meals for a
good period of time consisted of different kinds of beans including pinto, navy
and others with maybe some raw onions added. It was a special dinner night
when we had tuna fish casserole or spaghetti. But Mom never complained
and never let us believe we were poor. Although some of us did get tired of
always wearing hand-me-downs. But you better believe we always went to
school bathed and in clean clothes. And oh yes nobody, and I mean nobody,
had a cleaner house than we did. 

 Mom has been a type 1 diabetic since her 30s, but she didn’t let that dictate
her life. Her health has deteriorated over the last several years, and especially
over the last two months. Since Dad died in August 2023 Kim has been
Mom’s primary care provider and I know we are all grateful for the time she
has dedicated to take care of our Mom. We all knew this day was coming. In
fact, I think I speak for all when I say we really expected it years ago, but it
doesn’t make it any easier. There is comfort in knowing she has joined our
Dad in heaven. Love you Mom! 

 In Rita's younger days, she loved vacationing at Myrtle Beach with many of



our relatives. She also spent a lot of time being the chauffeur for her five
young kids who participated in many activities from gymnastics to football. As
these kids grew and had families of their own, the Myrtle Beach gatherings
grew bigger and bigger. After vacationing in Myrtle Beach for decades, Rita
and Freddie retired to Myrtle Beach in the 80s. Later in life, she loved
watching her movies. She also loved studying the Bible and was an active
member of Forestbrook Baptist Church for decades. She loved decorating and
had a real eye for it. Rita, would have been 87 on May 18th. 

She was preceded in death by her loving husband Freddie, who passed away
in August 2023. 

Rita has five children Kim, Glenn, Robin, Pam and Steve; 10 grandchildren
and many great-grandchildren. We will all miss mom greatly but are comforted
in knowing the joy she is now experiencing in her reunion with dad in heaven. 

 

A Celebration of life Service will be held at a later date at Florence National
Cemetery where she will be inurned along with her husband who will also be
inurned after receiving Military Honors.
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Kathryn - April 29, 2025 at 03:37 PM

Our sincere sympathy for the loss of your loved one. May treasured
memories and earnest prayer bring comfort for family and friends at
this time. 

 Psalm 94:17-19

Renee Wikstrom and Bob Vandergrift - April 25, 2025 at 11:37 PM

What a beautiful tribute. Glenn, Bob (Van) and I are so very sorry
for your loss.

Jenny Shaker - April 25, 2025 at 12:23 PM

Jenny Shaker purchased the Beautiful Heart Bou
quet for the family of Rita Zoe Dye.

Jenny Shaker - April 25, 2025 at 12:23 PM

Jenny Shaker planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Rita Zoe Dye.

https://www.goldfinchfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.goldfinchfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.goldfinchfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Carol Cox - April 25, 2025 at 11:42 AM

What a beautiful tribute to such a loving and deserving class act of a
lady! Well done, kids, well done. I’m so glad I had the honor of
visiting Rita one last time on Thursday, April 17 at Grand Strand
Hospital. I was humbled that Rita remembered me and used
precious energy to chat with me. As I bent to give her a little hug,
she complimented my star necklace. I will never forget that, as I told
Glenn later, that she is now the brightest star in the galaxy. Rita was
a treasure to this world and I’m honored to have known her. I am
keeping the family in thought and prayer as they navigate this
emotional journey of love and loss. - Carol Cox

Susan Schneeberger - April 25, 2025 at 07:30 AM

Always thought it was amazing and special how they made it work. I
didn't get to spend much time with them only once a year at
reunions but looking forward to that great Dye reunion in the sky.
Truly love you all lots.

martha r tyler - April 25, 2025 at 12:43 AM

May God bless each and everyone of you in the loss of your
precious loved. one. This wonderful memory of Mrs. Rita is so
loving and kind. I cold feel the love and loss at the same time. God
be with you, now and always. Sincerely, Martha Tyler.

Glenn Dye - April 24, 2025 at 07:51 PM

You are already greatly missed. You did more for our family than
anyone could ever imagine or expect. You're loving devotion to our
family was the glue that kept us all together. I will see you again, but
next time, in heaven.


